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REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AGENDA
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OF: SEPTEMBER  7, 2005

CALL

CALL TO ORDER
MINUTES:
CALLED  TO  ORDER  BY  CHAIRMAN GOODMAN AT 10:30 A.M.

PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN  GOODMAN  and  MEMBERS  REESE,  BROWN,  WEEKLY,  WOLFSON,
TARKANIAN,  and  ROSS

ALSO  PRESENT:  DOUG  SELBY,  Executive  Director,  BRAD  JERBIC,  City  Attorney,  and  BARBARA
JO  RONEMUS,  Secretary

ANNOUNCEMENT RE:  COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETING LAW
MINUTES:
ANNOUNCEMENT  MADE:   Posted  as follows:
City  Clerk's  Bulletin  Board,  City  Hall  Plaza,  2nd  Floor  Skybridge
Court  Clerk's  Office  Bulletin  Board,  City  Hall  Plaza
Las  Vegas  Library,  833  Las  Vegas  Boulevard  North
Clark  County  Government  Center,  500  So.  Grand  Central  Parkway
Grant  Sawyer  Building,  555  E.  Washington  Avenue  
(10:30)
2-13



DIRECTOR:
DEPARTMENT:

CONSENT DISCUSSIONSCOTT D. ADAMS
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

X

Agenda Item No.  1

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OF: SEPTEMBER  7, 2005
AGENDA SUMMARY PAGE

SUBJECT:

Item 1

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES BY REFERENCE FOR THE MEETING OF JULY 20, 2005

Fiscal Impact:
No Impact
Budget Funds Available
Augmentation Required

Amount:
Dept./Division:
Funding Source:

X

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:
  

RECOMMENDATION:

BACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
  None

MOTION:
REESE  -  APPROVED  by  Reference  -  UNANIMOUS  with  TARKANIAN  excused

MINUTES:
There  was  no  discussion.
(10:30)
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DIRECTOR:
DEPARTMENT:

CONSENT DISCUSSIONSCOTT D. ADAMS
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

X

Agenda Item No.  2

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OF: SEPTEMBER  7, 2005
AGENDA SUMMARY PAGE

SUBJECT:

Item 2

RESOLUTIONS:

RA-9-2005 - DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING A RESOLUTION FINDING 
THE PROJECT PROPOSED BY THE ENTERTAINMENT VISUAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
(EVIP) AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (RDA) AND TAKE 1, INC., 
LOCATED AT 707 EAST FREMONT STREET (APN: 139-34-612-005), TO BE IN COMPLIANCE 
WITH AND IN FURTHERANCE OF THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY - WARD 5 (WEEKLY) [NOTE:  THIS ITEM IS RELATED TO COUNCIL ITEM 83 
(R-82-2005) AND RDA ITEM 3] 

Fiscal Impact:
No Impact
Budget Funds Available
Augmentation Required

Amount:
Dept./Division:
Funding Source:

X

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:
This  is  a  related  item  to  discussion  and  possible  action  regarding  assisting  Take  1,  Inc.,  with  the  cost  of
visual  improvements  for  the  building  at  707  East  Fremont  Street.  Approval  will  adopt  findings  that  the
Agreement  is  in  compliance  with  furtherance  of  the  goals  and  objectives  of  the  RDA  and  the
Redevelopment  Plan.
RECOMMENDATION:
Approval

http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Files/eAgenda/Redevelopment/2005/2005-09-07/Backup/002.pdfBACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
  1.  Resolution  No.  RA-9-2005
2.  Site  Map
MOTION:
WEEKLY  -  APPROVED  as  recommended  -  UNANIMOUS  with  TARKANIAN  excused

MINUTES:
SCOTT  ADAMS,  Director,  Office  of  Business  Development,  outlined  the  three  companion  items,
Council  Item  83  and  Redevelopment  Agency  Items  2  and  3.  They  tie  together  for  approval  of  an
Entertainment  Visual  Improvement  Grant  for  the  Take  One  Nightclub  located  on  Fremont  Street.  The
Council  item  authorizes  the  actions  taken  by  the  Redevelopment  Agency  and  finds  the  action  consistent
with  the  Redevelopment  Plan.  The  Redevelopment  Agency  makes  the  same  finding  under
Redevelopment  Agency  Item  2.  The  third  action  would  approve  entering  into  the  grant  and  authorizes
funding  up  to  $60,000  for  the  grant.  He  introduced  GARY  SAXE,  owner  of  Take  One,  and  noted  that
MR.  SAXE  is  the  first  person  to  have  entered  into  the  Entertainment  District.   MR.  SAXE  used  his  own
money  to  start  his  project  a  year  ago.  Under  the  Entertainment  Visual  Improvement  Grant  created,  he  is
seeking  funding  to  include  illuminated  signage  and  other  improvements.  MR.  ADAMS  presented
photographs  of  the  building  and  existing  signage  and  renderings  of  the  proposed  improvements.  MR.
SAXE  also  intends  to  make  improvements  to  the  sign  post  out  front.  The  projected  cost  of  the
improvements  is  $60,000  and  staff  is  giving  credit  for  the  improvements  MR.  SAXE  has  already  made
to  the  existing  facility.  Staff  recommends  approval.

http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Files/eAgenda/Redevelopment/2005/2005-09-07/Backup/002.pdf


REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OF: SEPTEMBER  7, 2005

Agenda Item No.  2

MINUTES - Continued:

MR.  SAXE  commended  the  Council  for  adopting  the  military  unit.   He  then  expressed  the  belief  that  the
improvements  will  make  a  big  difference.  The  new  marquis  sign  will  be  adaptable  to  changes  in  the
streetscape  and  the  outlook  for  the  Entertainment  District.  He  responded  to  MAYOR  GOODMAN  that
business  has  been  a  struggle  due  to  a  lack  of  street  traffic.  They  need  the  look  to  draw  patrons  and
overcome  the  stigma  of  the  area.

MAYOR  GOODMAN  stressed  that  it  is  important  for  the  City  to  assist  these  businesses.  He  recently
received  a  report  that  there  was  a  line  to  get  into  the  Ice  House,  who  also  struggled  to  get  started.  He
encouraged  him  to  hang  in  while  other  things  come  to  pass.  MR.  SAXE  commented  that  his  business  is
hitting  new  markets,  such  as  the  film  community  in  town.

NOTE:  Item  83  of  the  9/7/2005  City  Council  meeting  contains  duplicate  minutes.
(10:31  -  10:38)
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DIRECTOR:
DEPARTMENT:

CONSENT DISCUSSIONSCOTT D. ADAMS
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

X

Agenda Item No.  3

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OF: SEPTEMBER  7, 2005
AGENDA SUMMARY PAGE

SUBJECT:

Item 3

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING AN ENTERTAINMENT VISUAL 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (EVIP) AGREEMENT WITH TAKE 1, INC., PROVIDING FUNDS TO 
ASSIST WITH IMPROVEMENTS TO A NIGHTCLUB AND RESTAURANT LOCATED AT 707 
EAST FREMONT STREET, (APN 139-34-612-005), (NOT TO EXCEED $60,000 - 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (RDA) SPECIAL REVENUE FUND) - WARD 5 (WEEKLY) [NOTE:  
THIS ITEM IS RELATED TO COUNCIL ITEM 83 (R-82-2005) AND RDA ITEM 2 (RA-9-2005)] 

Fiscal Impact:
No Impact
Budget Funds Available
Augmentation Required

Amount:
Dept./Division:
Funding Source:

X

$60,000.00
OBD/RDA
RDA  Special  Revenue  Fund

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:
Take  1,  Inc.  is  the  owner  of  a  nightclub  and  restaurant  located  at  707  East  Fremont  Street.   The  building
has  undergone  extensive  interior  rehabilitation  and  will  undergo  a  complete  exterior  renovation.   The
dated  look  on  the  exterior  will  be  redone  with  new  signage,  canopies  and  awnings,  fencing,  outdoor
lighting,  and  neon  repair  and  replacement.
RECOMMENDATION:
Approval

http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Files/eAgenda/Redevelopment/2005/2005-09-07/Backup/003.pdfBACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
  1.Entertainment  VIP  Agreement
2.  Site  Map
MOTION:
WEEKLY  -  APPROVED  -  UNANIMOUS  with  TARKANIAN  excused

MINUTES:
SCOTT  ADAMS,  Director,   Office  of  Business  Development,  was  present.

NOTE:  See  related  Item  2  for  discussion.
(10:31  -  10:38)
2-29
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DIRECTOR:
DEPARTMENT:

CONSENT DISCUSSIONSCOTT D. ADAMS
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

X

Agenda Item No.  4

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OF: SEPTEMBER  7, 2005
AGENDA SUMMARY PAGE

SUBJECT:

Item 4

REPORT AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY PROJECTS 
CURRENTLY UNDER CONTRACT OR IN NEGOTIATION - WARDS 1, 3 AND 5 (TARKANIAN, 
REESE AND WEEKLY)

Fiscal Impact:
No Impact
Budget Funds Available
Augmentation Required

Amount:
Dept./Division:
Funding Source:

X

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:
To  update  the  Redevelopment  Agency  Board  on  Redevelopment  Agency  projects  currently  under  binding
contracts  with  owners,  developers,  and  consultants,  or  in  negotiation,  and  to  receive  input  from  the
Redevelopment  Agency  Board  on  the  progress  of  projects  as  warranted.
RECOMMENDATION:
Accept  report.

http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Files/eAgenda/Redevelopment/2005/2005-09-07/Backup/004.pdfBACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
  Submitted  after  meeting:  hardcopy  of  PowerPoint

MOTION:
REESE  -  ACCEPTED  the  report  -  UNANIMOUS  with  TARKANIAN  excused

MINUTES:
SCOTT  ADAMS,  Director,  Office  of  Business  Development,  used  a  PowerPoint  presentation  which
includes  a  date-stamp  on  all  photographs,  a  copy  of  which  is  made  a  part  of  the  minutes,  for  the  monthly
update  to  the  Agency  members  on  the  status  of  the  following  projects:

World  Market  Center  -  Wonderful  July  opening  and  well  under  construction  for  the  second  building.
There  is  continued  success  in  leasing,  all  the  way  through  the  third  phase.   Based  on  the  success  and  the
resulting  aggressive  leasing  and  development  program,  there  may  be  three  buildings  under  construction
at  the  same  time.   MEMBER  WOLFSON  advised  that  he  was  told  about  the  development  while  riding
home  in  a  local  taxi  from  the  airport.  It  is  fantastic  that  the  word  has  gotten  out  like  that.   

Union  Park  -  LV-61  -  Work  continues  nicely  and  there  are  very  detailed  discussions  for  facilities  with
both  the  Alzheimer's  Clinic  and  the  Performing  Arts  Center.   

Southern  Nevada  Water  Authority  -  The  project  is  moving  along  and  an  October  groundbreaking  is
anticipated.  Staff  is  facilitating  a  construction  staging  area  and  all  necessary  documents  to  effectuate  a
construction  loan  closing.

juhl  (CityMark)  -  The  project  is  being  developed  by  experienced  urban  developers  out  of  San  Diego.
The  developer  is  going  directly  to  hard  sales  to  make  financing  easier  and  avoid  the  false  starts
experienced  by  other  projects.   Their  goal  is  to  start  construction  the  first  of  the  year.

http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Files/eAgenda/Redevelopment/2005/2005-09-07/Backup/004.pdf


REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OF: SEPTEMBER  7, 2005

Agenda Item No.  4

MINUTES - Continued:
601  East  Fremont  Street -  The  developer is in the building, doing due  diligence,  starting tenant
improvement  plans  and  construction.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  Entertainment  District
and  staff  continues  to  review  those  interested  to  this  site  and  the  other  buildings  along  the  District.   

Stella  Lake  Office  (FBI)  Project  -  The  project  is  well  underway  and  into  interior  framing.   

RLT  Corp.  Office/Training  Center  -  This  training  center  for  the  local  McDonald's  franchise  is  nearing
the  point  for  exterior  finishing  improvements.   

Urban  Chamber  of  Commerce  -  The  development  agreement  was  amended  to  slightly  increase  the  size
of  the  site  to  accomomdate  an  additional  building.  The  plan  includes  as  many  as  three  buildings  for  the
various  tenants  and  uses  proposed.   

Expertise  School  of  Beauty  -  Staff  is  assisting  the  developer  with  closing  of  their  loan  and  getting
financing  in  place  in  order  to  move  forward  to  construction.

Foundation  for  an  Independent  Tomorrow  -  Staff  is  doing  the  same  with  this  developer  for  another  job
training  facility  on  a  site  immediately  next  to  the  Expertise  site.

Edmond  Town  Center  -  The  recent  photograph  shows  the  progress  being  made.   Staff  is  working  very
closely  with  the  developer  to  gain  occupancy  of  the  former  Von's  space.   The  goal  is  to  get  a  grocery
store  in  West  Las  Vegas.   A  request  for  proposals  has  been  sent  out  to  major  developers,  strip  center
developers,  architectural  engineering  firms,  retail  brokers  and  the  major  grocery  store  chains  nationally
for  a  grocery-anchored  retail  center  on  this  site.  In  addition,  the  request  has  been  advertised  in  the
newspaper  and  local  business  journals.   The  distribution  has  been  very  wide  and  staff  is  anxious  to  see
what  the  response  is  in  45  days  when  the  responses  are  due.   There  may  be  a  grocery  store  in  both  this
space  and  the  Von's  space.

Alpha  Omega  Site/1501  N.  Decatur  -  The  agreement  with  this  developer  was  expanded  and  work
continues  on  both  a  potential  lease  and  purchase-assist  scenario  for  a  senior  housing  project.

Soho  Lofts  -  The  recent  photograph  shows  nice  progress  and  a  project  that  looks  more  and  more  like  a
high-rise  luxury  condominium  project.

Simayof  Group  Properties,  LLC  -  The  development  agreement  should  be  brought  forward  at  the  next
meeting.   Staff  has  been  working  with  the  developer  out  of  San  Francisco  on  a  number  of  issues,
including  an  existing  utility  box  to  be  relocated.

Liberty  Tower  -  This  project  appears  to  have  enough  pre-sales  to  move  forward,  but  the  developer's
primary  focus  has  been  on  the  Ivana  project  at  the  corner  of  Las  Vegas  Bouelvard  and  Sahara.   

Sandhurst  Las  Vegas  -  The  developer  continues  to  work  diligently  on  sales.   A  few  more  sales  will
apparently  place  them  in  a  position  to  close  on  a  construction  loan.

Streamline  Tower  -  The  sales  office  was  recently  opened  in  the  Fremont  Street  Experience  garage.   A
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Agenda Item No.  4

MINUTES - Continued:
recent  photograph  demonstrated  continuing off-site utility and improvements  work  in  anticipation of
groundbreaking.

The  Block  (Entertainment  District)  -  This  project  is  now  almost  fully  open  and  there  was  an  overnight
success  with  Triple  George  Restaurant.   The  Celebrity  just  opened  and  Hogs  and  Heifers  is  scheduled  to
formally  open  next  week.   There  is  an  exciting  mix  of  venues  in  that  section  of  downtown  to  draw
visitors.

The  Downtown  -  This  club  is  a  little  deliberately  obscure,  in  the  back  space  of  the  7-Eleven  building  at
the  corner  of  Las  Vegas  Boulevard  and  Fremont  Street.   The  newest  addition  to  the  Entertainment
District  is  a  project  by  a  very  experienced  club  operator.

The  Griffin  -  A  club,  slightly  down  from  the  Beauty  Bar,  is  moving  through  the  approval  process.

Allure  Towers  -  This  project  has  picked  up  the  final  building  permits  and  will  have  groundbreaking
soon.   They  were  granted  a  TIF  rebate  by  the  City.

Alta  Vista  -  There  is  talk  the  site  was  sold  to  an  investor  and  staff  is  investigating  that  report.   The  site
has  been  entitled  for  mid-rise  condominiums.  

Grand  Central  Parkway  Center  -  The  Mark  Fine  project  has  also  gone  through  the  entitlement  process.
The  mixed-use  development  is  on  what  is  a  parking  lot  for  the  Chelsea  Outlet  Mall.   This  is  now  a  better
location,  centered  in  the  middle  of  the  complex.

Kallisto  (formerly  Opus)  -  These  towers  are  proposed  for  Rancho  and  Sirius.   

Club  Renaissance  -  This  project  is  proposed  for  Casino  Center  and  Bonneville.   A  number  of  these
projects  are  going  through  marketing  and  pre-sales,  with  the  goal  to  get  enough  pre-sales  committed  to
obtain  construction  financing.

Live/Work  Las  Vegas  -  The  entitlement  process  has  been  completed  by  the  developers  out  of  New  York.
The  developer  has  quietly  assembled  most  of  five  blocks  in  the  downtown  area  for  a  mixed-use  project.
Staff  has  been  working  with  them  on  the  Phase  2,  another  condominium/office  tower  that  will  follow
these  Phase  1  condominiums.

Eighty  on  4th  -  This  project  is  interesting  because  of  the  mechanical  garage  required  by  the  small  site.

Evolution  -  The  site  plan  has  been  slightly  altered  to  accommodate  the  realignment  of  Casino  Center  to
allow  the  MAX  to  better  serve  transit  needs  of  downtown.

H.U.E.  Strategies  -  Thes  lofts  are  another  project  at  the  corner  of  Casino  Center  and  Charleston.

Newport  Lofts  -  The  piling  construction  has  began  on  site.   

Cielo  Vista  -  This  project  will  have  a  dramatic  view  because  of  its  location.   Marketing  has  been  in  the
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MINUTES - Continued:
high  200's.   

Grand  View  Towers  -  The  project  is  located  at  Desert  Inn  and  Rancho.

JERRY  NEAL,  West  Las  Vegas  resident,  questioned  whether  staff  contacted  any  existing  businesses  in
the  vicinity  of  the  Edmonds  Center  with  regard  to  the  request  for  proposals.   MR.  ADAMS  replied  that
there  has  been  one  response  to  date  from  a  company  in  California.   The  distribution  went  to  thousands,
flooding  the  market.   MR.  NEAL  confirmed  that  the  request  for  proposal  is  a  public  record.

NOTE:   MAYOR  GOODMAN  requested  MR.  ADAMS  include  in  future  reports  the  percentage  of
pre-sales  and  what  pre-sales  are  required  to  begin  construction.   He  would  like  a  sense  of  which  of  the
beautiful  renderings  will  be  a  reality.   
(10:38  -  10:56)
2-254



CITIZENS  PARTICIPATION:   PUBLIC  COMMENT  DURING  THIS  PORTION  OF  THE
AGENDA  MUST  BE  LIMITED  TO  MATTERS  WITHIN  THE  JURISDICTION  OF  THE
REDEVELOPMENT  AGENCY.   NO  SUBJECT  MAY  BE  ACTED  UPON  BY  THE
REDEVELOPMENT  AGENCY  UNLESS  THAT  SUBJECT  IS  ON  THE  AGENDA  AND  IS
SCHEDULED  FOR  ACTION.   IF  YOU  WISH  TO  BE  HEARD,  COME  TO  THE  PODIUM  AND
GIVE  YOUR  NAME  FOR  THE  RECORD.   THE  AMOUNT  OF  DISCUSSION  ON  ANY
SINGLE  SUBJECT,  AS  WELL  AS  THE  AMOUNT  OF  TIME  ANY  SINGLE  SPEAKER  IS
ALLOWED,  MAY  BE  LIMITED

AGENDA SUMMARY PAGE

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING OF: SEPTEMBER  7, 2005

CITIZENS 
PARTICIPATION

MINUTES:
VERONICA  JONES,  Chairman  of  ACORN  and  West  Las  Vegas  citizen,  protested  the  treatment  of  her
organization  when  SCOTT  ADAMS,  Director,  Office  of  Business  Development,  refused  to  meet  with
them  regarding  the  grocery  store  in  West  Las  Vegas.   She  submitted  for  the  record  a  petition  with  1,165
signatures  in  support  of  a  partnership  to  improve  the  community.   She  pointed  out  a  comment  by
MEMBER  WEEKLY  in  the  past  about  the  community's  failure  to  do  enough.   They  are  entitled  to  an
apology  and  to  be  worked  with.   CHAIRMAN  GOODMAN  pointed  out  that  it  is  very  unlike  MR.
ADAMS,  but  that  the  situation  will  be  resolved.   MS.  JONES  added  that  there  are  problems  within  the
community  with  unemployment  and  lack  of  transportation.
(10:56  -  11:00)
2-851

RHONDA  BERNIE,  Vice  Chair  of  ACORN,  stressed  that  the  people  that  MR.  ADAMS  refused  to  meet
with  are  taxpayers,  voting  citizens  and  will  be  the  patrons  of  the  grocery  store  being  sought.   They  need
to  have  input  and  be  respected.   She  asked  whether  or  not  there  would  be  a  future  meeting.
CHAIRMAN  GOODMAN  reiterated  that  the  situation  will  be  looked  into  and  resolved,  with  a  report
back  to  the  citizens.   He  assured  her  that  all  citizens  need  to  be  kept  in  the  loop.
(11:00  -  11:02)
2-968

EDNA  JAGGER,  member  of  ACORN  and  representative  of  her  sister  who  lives  in  West  Las  Vegas,
stated  that  she  obtained  her  signatures  for  the  petition  from  outside  the  West  Las  Vegas  community.
The  outraged  citizens  that  signed  her  petition  were  residents  of  other  wards.   They  were  outraged  that
there  is  no  grocery  store  within  such  an  economically  deprived  area  and  that  MR.  ADAMS  refused  to
allow  the  impacted  people  to  express  themselves.   She  suggested  that  such  a  sad  situation  might  need  to
be  addressed  at  a  higher  governmental  level.   CHAIRMAN  GOODMAN  stated  that  the  City's  goal  is  to
help.  
(11:02  -  11:04)
2-1017

JERRY  NEAL,  West  Las  Vegas,  thanked  the  members  of  ACORN  for  coming  down  to  show  their
support.   He  raised  concerns  with  the  Las  Vegas  Housing  Authority.   MEMBER  ROSS  has  been  newly
appointed,  but  seems  to  be  doing  a  wonderful  job  at  the  one  meeting  held  since  his  appointment.   They
have  faith  that  now  the  laws  will  be  adhered  to,  the  money  will  go  where  it  should  and  things  will  be
better.
(11:04  -  11:06)
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MINUTES - Continued:
2-1129

BEATRICE  TURNER,  West  Las  Vegas  resident,  commented  that  the  City  knows  what  the  community
needs.   She  has  to  drive  45  minutes  to  shop  for  her  patients,  taking  away  time  from  the  things  she  needs
to  help  them  with  in  the  home.   The  community  will  not  let  the  problem  be  kept  within  the  community.
There  is  also  a  problem  with  Katrina  victims  bringing  their  Louisiana  Section  8  vouchers  to  the  Las
Vegas  Housing  Authority  and  being  given  smaller  units.   The  County  Housing  Authority  is  fully
honoring  the  vouchers.   She  encouraged  MEMBER  ROSS  to  investigate  the  situation.   She  was  given
authority  to  use  a  home  previously  on  the  market  to  house  a  Katrina  victim,  but  the  home  has  no
furniture.   She  asked  the  City  to  help  with  the  furniture,  perhaps  from  the  new  World  Market  Center.
CHAIRMAN  GOODMAN  agreed  to  talk  about  the  furniture  situtation  later.   
(11:06  -  11:10)
2-1192

DEBRA  JACKSON  appeared  as  a  supporter  of  ACORN,  the  community  and  a  supermarket  in  West  Las
Vegas.   She  was  pleased  with  the  efforts  and  progress  made,  but  the  problem  is  a  lack  of
communication,  which  makes  people  feel  left  out.   There  needs  to  be  cooperation  between  business,
government  and  the  grassroots  within  a  community  to  keep  the  scales  balanced.   She  commented  on
CHAIRMAN  GOODMAN'S  and  MEMBER  WEEKLY'S  interaction  with  the  community.   It  is
imperative  that  staff  be  directed  to  encourage  the  same  level  of  communication.   It  is  hard  to  stay
focused  and  active,  given  the  existing  heartbreak  in  the  country,  but  she  urged  that  the  City  continue  to
work  with  the  community,  ACORN  and  allow  citizen  input.   The  current  emergency  situation  will
impact  this  country  for  years,  especially  with  gas  prices.   That  will  be  a  burden  on  people  who  have  to
go  so  far  out  of  their  neighborhood  for  basic  necessities  like  groceries.
(11:10  -  11:13)
2-1328

VENETIA  KELLY,  West  Las  Vegas  and  ACORN  representative,  concurred  with  beliefs  of  ACORN.
There  are  young  people  who  respect  what  that  organization  is  fighting  for.   She  cares  for  the  City,  but  is
very  concerned.   She  asked  MR.  ADAMS  if  the  streets  will  be  widened  downtown  in  the  vicinity  of  the
Outlet  Mall  and  World  Market  Center.   That  development  has  severely  impacted  traffic.   CHAIRMAN
GOODMAN  responded  that  there  are  such  plans.   She  urged  that  improvements  be  done  so  that  the
streets  are  not  torn  up  right  after  a  new  housing  development  is  completed.   
(11:13  -  11:15)
2-1459

DOROTHY  BARNES,  Las  Vegas  resident,  stated  that  she  did  not  know  this  was  an  issue  today.   She
has  experienced  housing  problems  since  arriving  in  Las  Vegas  in  1999,  even  as  a  veteran.   Many  times
she  shopped  at  the  Von's  in  that  community.   She  agreed  that  a  community  grocery  store  saves  gas.   This
is  a  good  City,  and  she  has  seen  wonderful  acts  by  people  here,  but  there  are  some  people  with  confused
minds.
(11:15  -  11:18)
2-1527

JAMES  LARATTO  spoke  as  a  Las  Vegas  resident  since  1980.   He  has  seen  many  things  in  Las  Vegas,
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including  a  lot  of  growth  and  change.   The racial make up of West Las Vegas  is  slowly  and positively
changing.   He  worked  for  a  company  and  transported  cancer  and  HIV-positive  patients  living  in  West
Las  Vegas  and  Ward  5  areas.   There  needs  to  be  a  reality  check  as  to  the  difficulty  these  people  have  in
getting  around  and  accomplishing  things.  They  are  not  provided  the  ability  to  shop  or  pick  up
prescriptions.   There  is  always  an  excuse  to  leave  the  burden  on  the  little  man.   MR.  ADAMS  needs  to
consider  the  people  as  taxpayers,  employees,  wage-earners  and  the  ones  who  provide  the  foundation  for
the  elected  officials.   Not  everyone  can  be  eloquent  and  that  is  why  officials  are  elected.   
(11:18  -  11:21)
2-1651

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  DOUG  SELBY  explained  that  the  meeting  was  cancelled  after  consultation
between  himself  and  MR.  ADAMS  because  there  had  been  a  meeting  with  the  ACORN  organization
during  development  of  the  request  for  proposal.   If  they  review  the  request,  it  incorporates  many  of  their
concerns,  such  as  employment  plans,  wages  and  other  issues.   This  is  not  the  end  of  the  process,  it  is  just
the  solitication  for  businesses  to  submit  proposals.   There  will  be  a  full  evaluation  process  that  can  be
conducted  in  the  public  forum,  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Council.   MR.  ADAMS  has  done  a  very  good
job  for  the  City  and  his  priority  is  getting  a  grocery  store  in  West  Las  Vegas,  which  is  not  an  easy  task.
(11:21  -  11:22)
2-1780

THE  MEETING  ADJOURNED  AT  11:22  A.M.

Respectfully  submitted:

_________________________________________       
Gabriela  Portillo-Brenner,  Deputy  City  Clerk
September  21,  2005
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